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CONVERSATIONS with Dr. Sr. Genevieve 
The most striking, stunning and vivacious personality in our college, an outspoken, and the most approachable person, a definite 
star; she makes us feel at home, treats us like her grandchildren; Truly one of the best of Carmelites. We can’t ask for someone 
better, because she is the best.   

Presenting to you the interview with Dr. Sr. M Genevieve. 

 

Anne: Mount Carmel College was started 
for a purpose like any other institution. 
So Sister, according to you, what was 
this purpose and how far have we 
reached in fulfilling it?  

Sister: Mount Carmel College was started in 
the year 1948 to meet the escalating 
demands for women’s education. We had 
such institutions in Kerala, and the then 
Archbishop wanted us to start a college for 
women in Bangalore because we had only 
Maharani College at that time. So, we were 
invited to start an institution, because there 
was a real need for women’s education, 
their empowerment and emancipation; and 
that is the reason we started MCC. I am 
proud to state that this institution enabled 
and empowered our students to reach out to 
others in our society. 

Anne: Sister, what are some beautiful 
memories that you have from your 
secondary school or as a PU student? 

Sister: Oh, I have fond memories; I was 
actively involved in most of the co-
curricular and extra-curricular activities. I 
was an enthusiast, from decorating the 
Fathima hall for Parent’s Day to taking part 
in relay and Basketball. we had a formidable 
English lecturer, still lingering in my 
memory, a very smart and striking 
personality. She used to speak good English 
and gave us an excellent introduction to the 
Poets. One class, she called out a whole lot 
of our names, our whole gang of 12 or 13 
students, and asked us to meet her in the 
staffroom at a particular time and we 
thought it was finished for us, we were going 
to get our TCs or something. It turned out 
that Miss called us for a lucky-dip stall sale 
in Fathima block, and asked us to make sure 
that all of it was sold like hot-cakes by 2 pm 
that day. She surely knew to gauge her 
students!  

In class, too, we were very smart, and I was 
quite fast in my thinking and writing. After 

our lecturer finished explaining the poem, 
she would ask us to write the appreciation 
for it. I used to complete the appreciation 
soon enough, and the lecturer asked me to 
read it out, and a lot of them used to copy 
what I wrote. So, I learnt a lesson, never to 
put my head up, and instead resorted to 
composing poems after the given work was 
done. My good friend Sudha Menon, who was 
the lecturer’s family friend, informed her 
that we composed poems in class. This made 
her call me a ‘budding poet’. And I was 
chosen as the head girl and had the 
responsibility to ring the bell on time. These 
are the sweet memories which I cherish 
even today. 

Anne: Sister, as a person, student, 
teacher and a Principal, you have come 
across, inspired and nurtured a lot of 
people. According to you, who inspired 
you the most? 

Sister: Certainly, it was Sr. Antoinette, our 
founder Principal. She was a very saintly 
person and a great source of inspiration. 
She would address the Catholic girls every 
night at 7.25 for five minutes, after our 
supper and prior to night prayers at the 
chapel. This served as our pep talk and was 
my greatest inspiration. 

And, my mentor, my Principal, and my 
colleague Sister Jesuine Marie was partly 
responsible for my vocation. Of course, 
vocation comes from God, it is God’s calling 
that we heed to it. Sister Jesuine Marie was 
vital, instrumental and inspirational for me 
to embrace the religious life. She was my 
lecturer till 1963, and I worked with her until 
1990, after which I became the Principal. 
Earlier I was the Vice Principal, and I got the 
opportunity to work with her in close 
quarters. We were opposites, but we 
complimented each other: I was the outgoing 
type who always wanted to be around 
students, but she was timid, very gentle and 
lovable. Sister told me that I must be the 

Vice Principal and that eventually led me to 
be the Principal and through all these years 
I was able to introduce a lot of activities, 
umpteen competitions, and fests like Cul-Ah. 
Our student teams participated in myriad 
fests which were organised by BITS Pilani, 
IIT, Mumbai, IIT, Chennai etc. We trained our 
students to strike a perfect balance 
between activities and academics.  

Anne: As our administrator, you love 
being involved in the activities happening 
in college, and also to organize it in the 
best way possible. What is your drive or 
motivation that helps you to be so 
thoroughly involved? 

Sister: I’ve had a lot of experience in 
organizing events, and the main thing that 
drives me is that I continue the mission of 
Jesus, giving sight to the blind, blind i.e the 
ignorant; by empowering them with 
knowledge. I firmly believe that this springs 
from my meditation; it gives me the strength 
to do my day’s work. I wake up early in the 
morning by 4.15, and the day starts with 
prayers at Chapel from 5 to 7 am. I don’t 
think any of this would be possible without 
spiritual help. God cannot come in person, 
we have to be His hands, legs, and heart and 
reach out to others so that they, in turn, 
reach out to those in the periphery.  

This is the type of education we strive to 
impart, a holistic education, developing you 
emotionally, spiritually, physically, 
intellectually and relationally, which will 
enable your energy as a beautiful, bold, 
courageous, compassionate, confident and 
competent leader who can lead by doing. 

Though I am 78, I always consider myself to 
be sweet sixteen going on seventeen. But 
last year, I faced a setback; I had pressure, 
and because of the tooth problem, I hardly 
spoke during events. I was a little backward 
in my functioning last year, but now I got my 
drive back.  

Shraddha: Sister, you are a biology 
teacher. What inspired you to take up 
teaching?  

Sister: Teaching is one of the most 
dedicated of all professions to date, because 
by teaching, we empower people and bring 
about a transformation in our students who 
in turn hopefully will transform society. 

Shraddha: You have been working in MCC 
for so long. How does it feel? Do you have 
some experiences you would like to 
share? 

Sister: I have been in MCC for nearly 50 
years to date, and I have uncountable 
experiences. Don’t know where to begin or 
end. But it started from very humble 
beginnings when I was a student of Mount 
Carmel College before I joined the convent. 
Later, when I joined as a teacher, I started 
my career in the Department of Botany.I was 
given many posts in the college – like the 
warden of the college hostel, sports 
secretary, and later, the Dean of Students, 
Dean of Science. Later I was the vice-
principal and then the Principal. The Physics 
HOD remarked: “There is nothing that the 
sister does not know, nor is there a blade of 
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grass that she is not aware of.” I was part 
of the Silver Jubilee celebrations in ’73 and 
later was the main organiser of the golden 
Jubilee in ’97-’98.     

We have had several historical moments too. 
For instance, we launched the vocational 
courses in ’92; the first of its kind in the 
entire country and it was inaugurated in 
Mount Carmel College. Several educators 
applauded this. We were one of the first to 
come up with the accreditation in NAAC 
(National Assessment and Accreditation 
Centre) by securing five stars. I was also the 
Founder Director of Mount Carmel Institute 
of Management. 

I also feel elated when I say that we were the 
no 1 in arts, science and commerce in the 
state and South India, but we have come to 
the 18th position now, and that makes me 
sad. We were the number 1 in Karnataka, 
number 4 in science, number seven in 
Commerce and number 10 in Arts in the 
country. we were one of the youngest 
institutions, I mean we were only 50 years 
old, then whereas several other institutes 
were 100 or 110 years old. We were the 
number one women’s college in South India. 
We were unbeatable champions in athletics 
and games at the intercollegiate level. 
Several National and International sports 
women were churned out by Mount Carmel 
College. 

Shraddha: Has MCC changed? And if so, 
how? And, is there anything you want to 
undo? If so, what?     

Sister: It has changed. We believe change is 
the only thing that we cannot allow to be 
stagnant. We must move ahead, and keeping 
in mind our foundress sister’s slogan, 
“Forward sisters, forward we have to give 
the lead. We have to be the role models and 
trendsetters.”     

MCC has definitely changed. when I was a 
student, we had only two or three buildings; 
the PU block came up in 2003 when I was the 
provincial. The post graduate centre which 
was the staff quarters earlier was 
renovated and wo floors were added. The 
most important memorial is the Golden 
Jubilee building which has a built-in area of 
86,000 square feet. We have the best 
infrastructure with the state-of-the-art 
computer lab. We have now added six new 
rooms. The entire college has solar panels 
to provide electricity for the classrooms. In 
the 90s, we started all the PG courses such 
as M COM, MCA, BBM, BCOM and many others. 
Now we have 18 PG courses in the degree.     

The strength of the college when I was the 
Principal was 5000. It was a composite 
college with PU, Degree and Post Graduate 
courses. But, today, with over 10,000 
students, the colleges are separated. So, we 
have changed for the better.     

And we have coped with the COVID-19 
situation too. We use technology, and it is no 
longer just the chalk and board method to 

teach our students. Online education seems 
to be here to stay.     

Shraddha: What do you think of our 
alumni and their achievements?    

Sister: Yes, there have been countless 
achievements, and our students have made 
us proud. We have had the best 
entrepreneurs in the country like Kiran 
Mazumdar Shah and Margaret Alva, who was 
the governor and minister. We also have 
Nirupama Menon Rao, who was the 
ambassador of the country. Women, ranging 
from actors, singers, businesswomen, etc., 
the list is endless. 

I am proud of them. The reunion of the 1994 
batch brought our students from different 
parts of the world. Some from America, 
Australia, the UK or UAE, and they are all 
doing so well with many holding high 
positions. They too believe in reaching out to 
others. This makes me proud that they have 
become other-centred (caring for others) 
as I said earlier, the goal of education is 
transformation. And our students are also 
transforming the society in their own 
innovative and noble ways.  

Shraddha: Sister, your speeches always 
have a strong message. How do you 
prepare for such life-changing talks?     

Sister: No preparation as such. I think it 
comes with experience. Even if you see me 
with a piece of paper in front of me, I don’t 
refer to it. Instead, I prefer to speak 
spontaneously. That is when words come 
from the heart and reach out to others.     

I believe this must be a reason why I was 
invited as a chief guest and speaker at many 
other educational institutions including the 
University. And when I retired, they said “No 
MCC without sister G and no sister G without 
MCC.” 

Anne: Sister, the lockdown has had a 
significant impact on the lives of so many 
people, including students. Students are 
falling into depression and are missing 
out on physical interactions with their 
teachers and friends. So how can we 
motivate ourselves and others not to be 
afraid to seek professional help in these 
times, Sister? 

Sister: These are the times we need to be 
empathetic, reach out to people and counsel 
them. We asked our mentors to speak to all 
the students.  We need to build resilience to 

fight this and come out of it. There was more 
interaction after online classes started, and 
up until now, there have been no problems 
as such. I was after the welfare officers to 
begin competitions and got a whole list of 
activities ready so that it breaks the 
monotony.   

I know you all have been locked down, and 
your parents have been strict with you and 
are scared to send you all to college. There 
is hardly any reason to worry, we have taken 
all the precautions here, and all the 
attenders and staff are coming to college 
every day.  

All of us are in the same boat, but we have 
to sail through it, things are very uncertain, 
but I am sure we will come out triumphantly.  

It is also essential to build our immune 
system, one way is to eat well and being a 
biologist, I make a “kashayam” made of  18 
ingredients; like ginger, garlic, pepper, 
cinnamon, clove, cardamom, turmeric, 
gooseberry, the rind of the lemon, lemon 
juice, tulsi leaf, doddapatra leaf, mint leaf, 
lemon grass. This is crushed in the mortar, 
distilled and the extract is preserved. Every 
day I take a little from it, bring it to room 
temperature, boil it, and mix it with honey 
and jaggery so that it becomes palatable. 
Believe it or not, the ten sisters here 
including me take this religiously and we 
haven’t caught a cold or cough, we have 
become healthy and strong. People relish 
this, I advise you to try it at home! 

So have hope and faith that we will come out 
strong, and always remember to build a 
good immune system! 

Anne: Sister, how did you spend your 
lockdown and what are some of the new 
things you learnt during that time? 

Sister: I was locked down with Jesus, so I 
had more time to pray. Although I am 78, and 
people above the age of 60 were advised to 
stay at home, I dared to be different, and no 
one prevented me from being so. I used to 
go to the archbishop’s house and pack all the 
food kits. We went to St Joseph’s Boys’ 
School and packed kits for all the needy of 
our district and the neighbouring districts. 
Charity begins at home; so, we distributed 
so many kits here in Vasanth Nagar. We 
reached out to so many of our students. 
Indeed, there is so much joy in giving.  

Counselling people was another important 
need along with the importance of building a 

sound immune system. We have miles to go, 
and as Sadhguru says, “the more you use 
your body, the more flexible you become; 
otherwise, you will become lethargic”. That’s 
why I keep myself active; I am here 
rendering my service in College despite the 
age factor.   

We’re all waiting for you to come back so 
that college life becomes vibrant, joyful and 
memorable one for all! 

Shraddha: Sister, how are you coping 
with the pandemic situation?  

 Sister: I think it is time to change roles. 
People are affected physically, emotionally 
and financially. As a result, industries have 
crashed, and some of them are the parents 
of our children. Hence, we set up a corpus 
fund of 75 lakhs to give as scholarships to 
those in need. We have given scholarship to 
the tune of Rs 20 to 25,000 to all the 
students who applied for the same. This 
amounts to 40 / 50 /55 percent of their 
entire college fees (depending on the course 
they have chosen). We collaborated with the 
Bangalore Diocese social work centre of the 
Jesuits and distributed food kits to several 
thousands of needy people in and around the 
neighbouring districts of Bangalore. The 
convent, Mount Carmel Central School, MCC 
autonomous College and Mount Carmel PU 
College distributed food kits to the poor 
students we cater to on a regular basis, and 
also reached out to the needy of Vasanth 
Nagar.    

Shraddha: Sister, what is your most 
remarkable advice for all the new 
Carmelites? And those reading this 
newsletter?  

Sister: My advice to our fresh Carmelites is 
that they should have goals and grab all the 
opportunities that come their way. 
Unfortunately, because of COVID, we have 
come up with an online fest called 
‘Accentua’. This ensures that the students 
still get ample opportunities to showcase 
their talents. Winning is secondary, do your 
best and leave the rest to God.    

Have a vision in mind, because remember 
that a vision without action is a sheer waste 
of time, but vision with action will fetch you 
results. Opportunities knock at your door 
but only once so grab those opportunities 
and open the door to these challenges. I 
want you all to emerge as women of 
character, confidence, courage, conviction, 
compassion and commitment.    

Anne: Sister, what is the one thing you 
miss the most on campus? 

Sister: I miss you, girls; we miss the 
beautiful, vibrant, bright, lively girls on 
campus! We miss the smiling, energetic, 
enthusiastic faces. We miss you all 
tremendously, and I am waiting to welcome 
you warmly to the portals of Mount Carmel 
PU College, the great citadel of learning.
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ACCENTUA’ 20 
-You can be your Own Spotlight -   

 
 
 

In its illustrious legacy of over half a 
century, Mount Carmel PU College in 
Bangalore has 
witnessed many 
milestones, and the 
12th October 2020 
marked another one 
when its renowned 
campus fest got 
underway online for 
the first time in its 
history. The college 
has named it 
‘Accentua’ in an 
attempt to portray the 
fest as a chance for 
students to showcase 
their talents and 
highlight their skills 
amid the challenges 
posed by the 
pandemic and to 
ensure that the 2nd PU 
students get to enjoy campus life to its 
apex. The virtual stage was set for 
Carmelites from the 12th to 17th October. 
The 28 associations presented 28 mind-
blowing events which were judged by the 
chief guests of the respective events and 
the participants enjoyed the competitive 
spirits within the comfort of their houses 
for the first time in life. In case of literary 
events, participants were given a topic just 

before the contest, and they had to submit 
their works within a specified time period. 

The participants of 
individual performing 
arts had to submit 
short videos. Events 
which required 
submissions were 
collected beforehand. 
Group events were 
tweaked and converted 
into loop events to 
overcome the hurdles 
of being held online. 
Overall, it was a fest 
filled with zest, along 
with a whopping 
number of 
participants. The year 
2020 did not pass by in 
vain for the students. 
The efforts made by 
the Administrator Dr. 

Sr. Genevieve, the Principal Ms. Babitha 
Saldanha, the Welfare Officers and the staff 
in making the year memorable, triumphed 
over the downcast atmosphere which the 
pandemic brought about. 
 
-Reported by Deepali Vashisht, 2 
MEBA.   
 



 

 

 
 

         
   

         
 

ORIENTATION’20 
 
Mount Carmel Pre University organised its Orientation 
Session for its 1st PU students virtually on the 19th of 
September, duly marking a new exordium in the lives of 
the students of the incoming batch of 2020-21 amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. It was conducted in the 
esteemed presence of the chief guest ex-Carmelite 
Patricia Mathias, CEO -Singapore and South East Asia, 
Magic Bus, as well as Mount Carmel’s beloved 
administrator Dr Sister Genevieve, the Manager 
Reverend Sr. Beena and the Principal Babitha 
Saldanha. It was streamed on YouTube to ensure the 
ease of access. The event began with a foreword by Mr 
Charu Sharma. Ms Preeti Roy’s welcome speech was 
followed by a hymn by MCPUC’s Western Music 
Association, Bible reading and heartfelt prayer by Ms 
Adelia Lewis, and the college anthem. Ms Babitha 
Saldahna, who is also the science coordinator at Mount 
Carmel Pre-University College, took the opportunity to 
address the new Carmelites and their parents and 
welcome them to Mount Carmel family. In her talk, she 
drew attention to the five stalwarts of Mount Carmel’s 
excellence and shared anecdotes and advice with the 

audience. This was followed by the speeches of Ms 
Dorcas and Ms Akther, the coordinators of Commerce 
and Humanities, respectively. They shared their 
thoughts and motivated the students for the 
forthcoming years at MCC. Dr Sr. Genevieve’s warm 
salutatory on the occasion was followed by the chief 
guest Patricia Mathias’ speech where she drew from 
her experiences as a successful Carmelite and shared 
her experiences and lessons learned. Ms Mathias has 
an abundance of work experience in both social work 

and corporate sectors. She currently resides in 
Singapore and joined the session virtually. She shared 
her views on what she calls the ‘three pillars of MCC 
education’. Namely – equal emphasis on education as 
well as extra and co-curricular activities, a profound 
value system, and great friendships. A detailed insight 

into campus life and culture was given by Welfare 
Officers, Ms Sherlyn Diana, and Ms Rani Sukanya. It 
included minutiae on fests, classes, commandments, 
dress codes, classrooms, canteens, labs, associations 
as well as the history, foundation, mission, and vision 
of the prestigious institution. The event included a 
speech by Ms Maria Anjali - Sports Directress, MCPUC 
who proudly shared the sports achievements of the 
Carmelites, ranging from an inter-school to a global 
level and emphasized the importance of the spirit of 
sportsmanship even in the face of the pandemic. The 
college also shared the impressive performance of its 
students in the final examination of the academic year 
of 2019-2020. Forty-six students secured district ranks 
in the 2nd PU final examination. Reverend Sr. Beena 
impressed the audience with prayer and speech. The 
event concluded with vote of thanks by Ms Roy, and the 
national anthem. The scintillating performances by the 
major associations of MCPUC – Western Music 
Association, Western Dance Association, Indian Music 
Association and Indian Dance Association brought 
vibrance, gaiety and zest to the otherwise formal 
occasion. 
-Reported by Prakalya. V. P,  2  ESPPy. 

 

 

 



 

 

GANDHI JAYANTI CELEBRATIONS 
 
Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated by Mount Carmel 
PU College on October 2, 2020. It was a virtual 
event where speakers from three different faiths- 
Christianity, Islam and Hinduism, presented 

their 
views on 

building 
values 
during 

pandemic 
times. The 
event was 
streamed 

on the YouTube channel. Father Joseph Royan, 
a Redemptorist from the Theologate of Mt. St. 
Alphonsus College, was first in the line of 
speakers to address the students. Father held a 
discourse on staying hopeful during pandemic 
and finding one’s purpose. Students were 
advised to build their schedules around their 
family and find some personal time just for 
themselves. He encouraged them to share their 
thoughts and feelings with their family and 
friends. If they spent time online, father 
requested them to be safe and responsible with 
their time. Father Royan asked the students to 
help and reach out not only in their families but 
also in their neighbourhood. Father 
recommended every student to declutter their 
belongings and to donate all that was not 

required. A 
video on Nick 
Vujicic, an 

Australian 
inspirational 

speaker and 
entrepreneur 

was shown to 
encourage 

students to push themselves out of their comfort 
zone and not settle for less. Father Royan ended 
his speech by reminding students to set 
achievable goals for themselves with observable 
results. There was a short address by Ms. 
Babitha Saldanha on placing humanity as 
primary and nationality as secondary. Dr. 
Wajath Parvez was the second guest speaker, 
who spoke on the topic of brotherhood in Islam. 
Dr. Parvez recounted various examples of how 
the prophets of Islam promulgated universal 
brotherhood by both their actions and words. 

He enumerated how the first muezzin of Islam 
was the former slave Bilal (RA), chosen by 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) himself, and how 
people from all sections of society stand 
shoulder to shoulder as equals in 
congregational prayer. The documentary 
presentation by Ms. Shanthi and Ms. Tanya from 
the Department of English on “The Role of 

Spirituality in Making of The Mahatma” and the 
beautiful medley of patriotic songs presented by 
Indian Music Association aroused a deep 
respect for Gandhian ideals. Swami 
Mangalanathananda then addressed the 
students. Swamiji’s main message to the 
students 
was – to be 
aware of 
their 
thoughts, 
and he 
elaborated 
upon this 
by 
narrating 
the story of Muniba Mazari. She is a Pakistani 
woman whose journey marked from overcoming 
her paralysis and anxieties to becoming a 
motivational speaker, later being appointed the 
National Ambassador for UN Women Pakistan 
in 2015. The students were encouraged to work 
on themselves before working for someone else. 
Swamiji ended his address to the students by 
urging the students to be a light to their country, 
and the National Anthem drew the program to a 
close. 

-Reported by Sania Shariff, 2 PCMB B 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

ANNUAL RETREAT 
 
On the 3rd of October 2020 all the Catholic students 
of Mount Carmel PU College joined together 
virtually for their first ever virtual retreat organised 
by Mount Carmel PU College. The retreat consisted 
of three sessions, the first: introduction, the second: 
mass and the third:  praise and worship.  Session 

one started at 8:30 a.m. and went on till 9:30a.m. The 
introduction to the retreat was given by Ms. Adelia 
Lewis. It started with messages rendered by our 
Administrator, Dr. Sister Genevieve and our 
Principal, Ms Babitha Saldanha. After which it was 
followed by a series of action songs performed by 
MFC – Missionary Families for Christ. These action 
songs brought a nostalgic feeling in each and every 
student who attended it. Later, we had a PPT 
presentation on CSA, its activities and 
achievements for the year 2019-20 and the 
upcoming activities for the year 2020-21.. This was 
followed by praise and worship by Mr Levin Gomez 
and his band. Mr Levin spoke about his struggles in 
Christianity and what led 
him to get close to Christ. 
Thus, ending the first 
session of the day.  The 
second session was from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
This session mainly 
consisted of talk and 
journey of Christianity 
by Rev Fr Joseph 
Royan.  He spoke about 
how these times of trials 
has brought a barrier between Christians and their 
faith, and how to overcome this by putting our hard 
work to produce something great. This was then 
followed by a series of dances performed by CSA 
members. With action dances our mood was 
brightened. And then followed by the Holy Mass 
held by Rev Fr Royan C.S.s.R.  The mass began with 
a hymn “He is exalted” was followed by Gloria. The 
gospel was read from Matthew 18:1-5, 10.. During 

communion “Great is thy faithfulness” was sung. 
The mass concluded with the closing hymn  “Mama 
Mary” ending the second session.  The third 
session started at 1:30 p.m. and ended at 2:30 p.m. It 
again began with a series of action dances 
performed by CSA students. Then a motivational 
speech was given by Rev Fr Joseph Royan, who 
spoke about how we need to overcome our 
problems and come closer to God, especially 
during the hard time. He also spoke about ‘finding 
your life’s purpose’, which he shared through the 
story of Mr Nick Vujicic. Father used real life time 
examples to show us that each person is capable of 
attaining great heights above his/her potentials. He 

also talked about how we need to try and put 
personal efforts instead of giving up on life. The 
session concluded with praise and worship by Mr 
Glennlord Rodriguez and his band. The vote of 
thanks was rendered by Ms Jimcy Louis, from the 

Department of English. Thus 
ending the three sessions of 
the annual retreat 2020, 
leaving our heart and mind 
filled with grace and love of 
God. 
-Reported by Shraddha 
Sebastian, 2 PCBH 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                   

 

 
 
 

  

 Online classes are amazing! There is 
no disturbance, the explanation and 

notes are helpful, but I would 
understand few concepts better if 

some of the classes were offline. If we 
have tests continuously, I would 

appreciate it if the teachers gave us a 
day or two to prepare for the next one. 

-Shivani M, II PCMB D 

 Online classes are more convenient 
for those who prefer self-studying like 

me, but class interaction is much 
lesser than before. I miss it, but I 

guess there is nothing much that can 
be done about that right now. -

Ananya Mukesh, II HEPyS 

Online classes are truly a test of one’s character. 
”Are you willing to pay attention? Will you put in 
work in the absence of a higher authority checking 
in constantly? “ The online classes are going well, 
and we really appreciate the effort being put in by 
the teachers  (notes, explanations and resources 
are too good).However, I believe we deserve a 
holiday on alternate Saturdays at least because we 
had nonstop online classes for the past few months 
with barely any holidays and it gets really 
pressurizing and stressful for the students.-
Neharika, II PCMB D 

 Online classes are pretty good, but 
sometimes there are connectivity 

problems with that Teams app. 
Otherwise it is good. It helps a lot. -

Catherine Michelle K, II HEPyS 

 During this pandemic, we are lucky to have 
access to these online classes. These classes 
have helped us not only from the academic 

point of view but also enabled us to embrace 
technology. We appreciate the work that the 

teachers and the management have been doing 
for us since the commencement of this 

academic year. These classes have increased 
our concentration level, and we can relate to 

the teachers even more than during the offline 
classes. - Hashi Praveen Kumar Chowhan, II 

HEPyS 



 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Most of the classes are good and are 
taken up seriously, but again there 
are few classes which were better 
when it was done offline. When it 
comes to the quality of the virtual 
class, it has improved a lot from 

before and sometimes it has 
technical problems, which is okay. -

Harshita Manjunath, II PCMB C 

Due to this year’s unfortunate crisis, we are not allowed to 
attend schools and colleges in person n hence taking classes 

from home, and the classes my college is providing could 
not be better! I am having a good time with this new 

experience, where I get to enjoy my home’s comfort and 
attend college hours! I can see how much effort our 

lecturers are putting into this, to ensure the classes are 
interactive and lively enough to hold the student’s attention 

and they are handling this new challenge well!! I am so 
grateful to the lecturers for their committed and dedicated 

service! Thank you -Swastika Patnaik, II HEPyS 

Personally, I don’t like online classes as much as I used to 
go to college and attending classes because the teachers 
would make me pay attention when I got distracted but 

while attending online classes I get distracted very easily. 
Moreover, I think that it is stressful for teachers since 

they prepare a lot for each class and it goes waste when 
a few students misuse the opportunity. I hope that these 
classes are not what we are counting on and that we will 
still have one on one classes shortly that will motivate us 

to work harder. -Isha Gandhi, II HEPyS 

It has made it easier to attend classes at the comfort of our homes 
and saved a lot of time and effort which would go into commuting. In 

additional, we have had some extra time to study our subjects. 
However, at the same time we were accustomed to and still prefer 

the live method of teaching. These online classes have been causing a 
lot of strain on our eyes and affecting our body posture. 

Concentration in classes as well as interaction with teachers and 
peers has reduced. The overall feel of college has died down. These 

classes have impacted our college life both in a positive and negative 
manner. -Kushi Ruth Satyanarayan, II HEPyS 

It is a good alternative and probably the only 
one because of the current situation. While it 
keeps my studies in check it is also sometimes 

difficult for me to take things seriously and 
study. Because unlike physical classes it is quite 
lenient and can sometimes get too leisure. And 
hence make it difficult to focus. And since it is 

online there will always be some technical 
issues which are inevitable. So, while it is a 
good alternative it also has its drawbacks. - 

Syeda Zainab, II HEPyS 



 

 

 
                               
 
 

    
 Aamina Azhar, 2ESPPy 
Accomplishing so much in such a young age, Aamina is truly an inspiration 
for so many of us out there. Having her own bakery called ‘The sweet retreat 
Cakery, apart from being a self-published author, one can find Aamina often 
advocating for what she feels right. Her writing instincts began at the very 
tender age of 9, and she later collated a bunch of poems and birthed her first 
book- ‘Fire & Grace’. Having her work published many times in the Falcon 
News, she also made her name by getting published in the Top 50 poets of 
India by Swadhya Publications in “Box of Poems.” Her book, ‘Fire and 
Grace,’ is available for purchase on Amazon and one can make an order for 
delicious desserts through her Instagram handle for the same! We’re rooting 
for you and are so proud of you, Aamina! 
 Aamina’s bakery: 

https://instagram.com/sweet.retreat.cakery?igshid=1if0oge0ltphn 
Aamina’s book: https://www.amazon.in/dp/B07MP6MSHD/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_apa_i_ilwMFbGQVNBCE 

                                                                                   
   Mukta, 2PCBH 
Going by the name Rudy Mukta, Mukta, is an extremely successful artist 
and a singer and has over 2 singles and one album, all of which are 
self-composed to perfection. Her first single ‘Funny’ ( 2020) has around 
21,000 streams on Spotify and her latest song ‘We’ll Die Anyway’(2020), 
is making its name too! All her songs can be found on the popular 
streaming platform, Spotify. Mukta, when asked, said that inspiration 
occurs to her naturally and that the drive to become a striving 
independent artist always kept her going. She’s been doing this for 
about 4 years now, but took it up seriously only 1 year ago. We wish 
you the best of luck and we are so proud of you, Mukta! 
Link to Mukta’s Spotify: 

https://open.spotify.com/artist/5u5YWSbUXrkan2dIMVPyV5?si=kUx4gsRvSjukXWKD-eFrEA  
 
 

-Reported by Adhithi, 2 ESPPy 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Editor’s Note: 
Leaving no stones unturned. 
The first edition of ‘The Carmel Times’ has been successfully launched, credit to Dr Sr. Genevieve, the Administrator 
who encouraged all our endeavours, Ms. Babitha Saldanha, the Principal who supported us, and the hard-working 
Magazine team who made it possible despite the pandemic and lockdown. Virtual meetings and communication 
through WhatsApp never failed the team in fulfilling the required coordination. It proved that their ever-curious 
souls cannot be doused even at the times of adversity. We kick-started the alternate monthly edition, with exhilarating 
real-time stories from the enthusiastic team of Magazine. I am proud and glad to have the columns like Conversations 
with Dr. Sr. Genevieve, Opinion Poll, Campus News, Young Carmelite Achievers, Creativity etc. and I am sure this is 
going to excite every Carmelite. 
 

T. Karthikayini, 
Editor, 

Magazine Team. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PAINTINGS BY SHIVANI M, 2 PCMB D 
                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

~POEM WRITING~ 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Streets 
 
Travelling through that street, I stopped by 
Memories getting chaotic in my mind 
I sighed and tried pushing them away but my past showed up 
As I toddled on the jet black boulevard, I tripped 
It pained a little more but I had a soul holding my hand tight 
Saw those buildings all white and cream 
Glasses shining bright and new 
Got me really happy within ,didn’t know they were reflections yet 
Pulling her hand I took her to the confectioner 
His smile was just so wide and sweet 
I clenched a handful of candies and was feeling worth walking this far 
I had to go back home with her 
I was waiting indeed 
Ran inside screaming jumped on the settee and ate all of them 
As I heard that rolling pin brush the surface I ran and sat next to the stove watched her 
make hot rotis 
More crisp more tasty only when she fed me. 
As darkness gathered outside those windows 
It was time to sleep she said 
As she read the periodical I clenched her dress and slept 
Wishing she won&#39;t move and take away that comfort with her until I fall asleep. 
I got down the car... 
I didn’t fall this time but it pained more than ever before 
It pained inside, it felt heavy 
Faded boulevard, faded buildings with a tint of yellow green and black. 
Sunlight reflected on that glass revealing cracks grime and soot 
The lane seemed empty without the confectioner it was empty without bairn screams 
I anyways walked towards the junker cart and sighed 
I didn’t have something to pull me back home 
She wasn’t there to call me 
Tears went dry and I got into the car drove past that street 
I got inside and sat feeling too tired 
I didn’t hear anything, I had to do it myself 
Lit the stove, burnt my hand and made some rotis, they didn’t have the same taste 
I let the darkness get inside and fell on the bed holding a pillow close enough tight 
enough since I didn’t have a dress to hold, I didn’t wish for anything 
I let go of the memories, shed a few tears and the pillow soaked in and I longed for the 
texture and comfort she took with her. 
 
By Chandana Chandra 2 PCMB A 

Blue Strings 
My girl’s being sass 

She was lady enough 
But now she’s doing it for the sadness out of context 

I don’t know how to ask 
She seems like she’s trying to be my lover 

I don’t know why I bother 
When all she does is leave like all the fathers 

Cross your fingers on your lips, 
That’s just the way the weather is 

To keep the coldness out of question 
My flaming cheeks were your first impression 

Colour me blue 
Because red is not your type 

Just what can I do to keep you from fleeing 
From freeing 

I know it sounds demeaning 
But it’s something I can’t stop dreaming 

A life, a family, a group of friends, 
To be with people again, is just what I need. 

 
By Ayusha B Desai (19P0052) 2 nd PCMB ‘A’ 



 

 

 
 

RESULTS! 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TOPPERS  

WHO HAVE MADE THE COLLEGE PROUD! 
 

MOUNT CARMEL PU COLLEGE, BENGALURU 
DISTRICT LEVEL TOPPERS IN II PUC  

MARCH 2019 – 2020 EXAMINATION – ARTS 
 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VANSHIKA G BARLOTA 
II HEPyS (1st RANK) 

97.33% 
 

SHIFA ALTAF SURIYA 
II ESPPy (2nd RANK) 

96.33% 

DEEPALI PRADEEP 
II ESPPy (3rd RANK) 

95.83% 
 

ATHIRA S 
II ESPPy (4th RANK) 

94.83% 

NEHA S KIKKERI 
II HEPyS (5th RANK) 

94.66% 
 

AISHWARYA 
RADHAKRISHNAN 

II ESPPy (7th RANK) 93.83% 

GAURI HUKKER  
II HEPyS (7th RANK) 

93.83% 
 

DEBOSMITA 
BHATTACHARYA  

II ESPPy (7 th RANK) 93.83% 

POOJA PRAKASH KAKUBAL 
II HEPyS (8th RANK) 

93.66% 

APOORVA A NAYAK 
II HEPyS (9th RANK) 

93.33% 

ADITHI C V 
 II HEPyS (10th RANK) 

93.16% 

SAYIMA HOORAIN 
II HEPyS (10th RANK) 

93.16% 



 

 

DISTRICT LEVEL TOPPERS IN II PUC  
MARCH 2019 – 2020 EXAMINATION – ARTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANDHYA K 
II ESPPy (11th RANK) 

93.00% 

MADHU RAMESH 
II ESPPy (12th RANK) 

92.66% 

ANJALI DILISH II HEPyS 
(13th RANK) 92.5% 

ANMOL CHAUDHARI 
II ESPPy (14th RANK) 

92.33% 

ANN MARIA JAMES 
II ESPPy (15th RANK) 

92.16% 

PRERANA P S 
II ESPPy (15th RANK) 

92.16% 

SHAILJA 
II HEPyS (17th RANK) 

91.66% 

SPOORTHI NIRANJAN 
II ESPPy (18th RANK) 

91.5% 
 

SHRUTHI M 
II ESPPy (18th RANK) 

91.5% 
 

NITYA DEEP 
II ESPPy (18th RANK) 

91.5% 
 

LIMISHA V JAIN  
II ESPPy (19th RANK) 

91.3% 
 

ZUBIYA SADAF 
II HEPyS (19th RANK) 

91.3% 
 



 

 

DISTRICT LEVEL TOPPERS IN II PUC MARCH 2019-20 
EXAMINATION- COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAGHAVI S 
II SMBA (7th RANK) 98.17% 

DHANYA D PRABHU 
II SMBA (9th RANK) 

97.83% 

PRATHIKSHA K S 
II SMBA (11th RANK) 

97.50% 
 

K M RABEYATHUL 
MARLEYA BANU  

II MEBA (12th RANK) 97.33% 
 

NEHA P JAIN 
II SMBA (13th RANK) 

97.17% 

S S SWATHI MAITHREYI 
II SMBA (15th RANK) 

96.83% 
 

PRIYANKA G 
II MEBA (15th RANK) 

96.83% 
 

YASHIKA N CHOUDHARY 
II SMBA (15th RANK) 

96.83% 
 

HARITAA NAIR 
II MEBA (16th RANK) 

96.66% 
 

NISHA SINGH S 
II SMBA (16th RANK) 

96.66% 
 

KHUSHI P JAIN 
II SMBA (16th RANK) 

96.66% 
 

MANASA N 
II SMBA (16th RANK) 

96.66% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRICT LEVEL TOPPERS IN II PUC MARCH 2019 – 2020 
EXAMINATION- SCIENCE (PCMB) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 
~CREDITS~ 

MAGAZINE TEAM 

Layout by: Nikita Patwardhan - I HEPyS  

PUJITHA S 
II MEBA (18th RANK) 

96.33% 
 

K RAVINA SAI GOMATHI 
II SMBA (19th RANK) 96.16% 

 

LERIN DIAS 
II SMBA (19th RANK) 

96.16% 
 

MEGHANA S 
II PEBA (19th RANK) 96.16% 

 

PAYAL DUGAR 
II MEBA (19th RANK) 

96.16% 
 

RAKSHITHA G 
II PCMB (16th RANK) 96.5% 

 

RIYA SURANA 
II SMBA (16th RANK) 96.66% 

 

AISHWARYA B S 
II MEBA (16th RANK) 96.66% 

 

SNEHA G S 
II SEBA (17th RANK) 96.5% 

 

ALISHKA RAJESH 
II SEBA (18th RANK) 96.33% 

 


